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“The fact is, every hotel across the country is doing something on its roof if possible.”
Andne Balars, owmer of the Srarcland Hotel dowmibown
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Rooftop Pools Making a$pla :
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... areally wonderful aspect of these rooftop pools or parks is
that they foster community in an urban context.’
Paul Solamon, a partner in the development firm Linear City
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LIQUID ASSET: Afthe Pacific Electric Laofts al 6th and Main, the pool beckons from ifs perch
elghl stories up. To handle the weight of the waler, the pool gits atop the building’s concrete columns.



'OK, Everyone Up to the Pool!

[Pools, from Page BI)

[the rooftop pool] as an amenity
that is a requirement (o lease or
sell the building, because all of
our competitors are doing that,”
said Mike VanEtten, vice presi-
dent of construction for Forest
City Residential West.

Pacific Electric Lofts, Santee
Court and thé Medici feature
roaftop pools. So will the Brock-
man and the Eastern Columbia,
under construction.

Rooftop pools are not cheap.
Adding thousands of pounds of
water to the welght that a build-
Ing's columns must support
means that some structural eén-
gineers«have had to get creative
about how to make rooftop pools
work.

Often, the pools are shallow

— 3 or 4 feet deep at most. And
many of them are perched atop
platforms, allowing their weight
to be better distributed across
the span of the buildings — and
preventing costly leaking if the
pools ever overflow. The Pegasus
added a rooftop ent gar-
den at one end of its roof, to pre-
vent huge numbers of people
disturbing the balance of
roaf, B
* But many bullders say tHe ex-
penditures are necessary — both
to compete with other projects
downtown and to create o spot
where resldents can gather,

. Paul Sglomon — & partner in
Linear City, which developed the
Toy Factory Lofts in the down-
town arts district and is in the
process of renovating the Biscult
Co. building, on the site of the

- former Nabisco bakery — said

rooftop spaces offer a plage
where residents can breathe and

share a common space. Both of

rooftop pools or parks is that
they foster community in an ur-+
ban context,” Solomon said.

Eate Bartolo, senior wvice
president of development for Kor
Choup, echoed that zentiment
She promised that when the
Eastern Columbia opens next
year, the turquoise tile bullding's
rooftop pool will be a place where
residents will “get to know each
other, We wanted & gathering
place.” she sald. “It fosters that
feeling of a nelghbarhood.™

At the Pacific Electric Lofts at
6th and Main streets recently,
the rooftop garden hadn't been
finished, but the pool beckoned
from Its perch eight stories up.

Onece upon a time, a rooftop
garden designed by Henry Hun-

tington provided a verdant play-
ground for members of the exclu-
sive Jonathan Club, whose
headquarters were in the build-
ing's upper Noors.

Now, Australian willow trees
In oversize white potsline a path-

way sprinkled with ununt_h:
pheneaul’gimﬁmwnnhnlﬁ*

lounges dot the deck lll.'ﬂﬂﬂd'@
15-by-30-foot pool that can
commodate up to 22 people.

To handle the weight nn&
water, the pool sits atop the
buildings struetural concrete
columns, Its decking is sup-
ported by a steel frame and light-
welght concrete.

The building. which is just
opening to residents, has retail
space downstalrs for cafes and
clubs,

Bteven Reinstein, senlor viee
president for ICO Development,
which owns Pacific Electric, said

the firm hoped those be'na:g;_.
would use the pool deck for 5

clal events and parties. L

The rooftop at the Pegasus, .
sald resident Miguel netaﬁ
wios a “selling point™ for i
building when he decided
move downtown two years ago.
Now, the 25-year-old security
consultant swims there a few
times & week, usually at sunset?

“Sometimes, at night, you can.
see people working™ inththuﬂm
ings nearby, he sald.

Fletcher said the runl'tnppg
T

Wwas one more way in wh
duwnmmhaatmnsl’umwd
mmmmetlﬂngmppernndm
vibrant than it has been mrﬁ
long time.

“You can get that element r
being at the beach in the midd!
of the city," Fletcher sald. ¥
can throw off the sult and jur
intothe pool in swimming trur
— all in the middle of the b
rises.”
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